
The Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity 
 
8.00am Heritage  Communion     

  Presiding: Revd Giles Carpenter 
  Preaching:  Revd Jill Preece  
 
  Epistle: Galatians 6: 11 - end 

  Gospel: Matthew 6: 24 - end 
     

9.30am Contemporary Service & Baptism 
  Leading: Revd Giles Carpenter  
  Preaching: Catherine Butcher  

  
 
11.15am Classic Communion 

  Presiding:  Revd Giles Carpenter 
  Preaching:   Catherine Butcher    
  Assisting: Patricia Kelley, Derek Mouland,  
    Pam Lade & Deirdre Seaton 

   

  Voluntaries: Chorale Prelude on óMelcombeô 
    Toccata in D minor (Dorian) 
 

  Hymns: 467,  496,  626,  281 

 

  Readings: Philemon: 1 - 21 
    Luke 14: 25 - 35 

 

 
**********  

 
Next Sunday  

 
Sunday 11 September 2016   

 
 
8.00am Heritage  Communion     
  Presiding: Revd Giles Carpenter 

  Preaching:  Sarah Hassell   
 
   

9.30am Combined Communion 
  Presiding: Revd Jill Preece  
  Preaching: Revd Giles Carpenter 
  Assisting: Phyllis Hall, Diana Guthrie, 

    Pam Lade, Peter Pickett  
  

 
11.15am Morning Prayer 
  Leading:  Revd Giles Carpenter 
  Preaching:   Revd Giles Carpenter  

  

 

 

Childrenôs Sunday Groups at St Johnôs                               

These are the groups we run for children and young people  

during the 9.30am service each Sunday: 

       

 Rising Stars  -  Ages 0-5 in the Pauling Room  

        The Big God Space  -  Ages 5-10 in the Jubilee Hall 

          Streetwise  -  Age 11+ in the Lodge 

 

Weôd love to see you, come and join in the fun! 

 

Attention families!  

For services where there are no Sunday Clubs, or if you come  
to church without your child, please use the ósign inô book at the 

back of church so that you are registered as attending.  

Thank you. 

  

**********  

Contacts at St Johnôs Church 

 

Vicar:    Revd Giles Carpenter  
    01323 739679 
    email: vicar@stjm.org.uk  

  
 
Assistant Minister & Revd Jill Preece 
        Pastoral Care  01323 638020 
           Co-ordinator: email: jill@stjm.org.uk 
 

 
Children & Families Tristram Peattie 
       Minister:  01323 738671 

    email: tris@stjm.org.uk 
 
 

Church    Joanne Naunton 
       Administrator:     01323 738671                                  
    email: office@stjm.org.uk 
 
 
Church    Margaret Kowszun &  
       Wardens:  Tony Mottram 
    contact via the office on:  
    01323 738671                                  
    email: office@stjm.org.uk 
 
 
 

Office opening hours 
Monday - Friday,  9.30am - 12.30pm 

T LOOP: 

Please turn your Hearing  Aid to T. 

   4 September 2016   



EVENTS THIS WEEK  
 

Monday 5  September 
9.00am Morning Prayer  (back of church) 
12 noon Lunch Club  (Parish Hall)  
2.30pm Holy Communion at Elstree  
 
Tuesday 6 September 

10.30am Movement to Music  (Jubilee Hall) 
2.00pm Holywell Home Group 
2.30pm Moulandsô Home Group  

 
Wednesday  7 September  
9.30am Quiet Prayer  (chapel) 

 
Thursday 8 September 
11.00am Holy Communion  
  Presiding & Preaching:  Revd Jill Preece 
12.45pm Funeral - Olive Ockenden  (Crematorium) 
7.15pm Rustington Court Home Group 
7.45pm Choir practise 

 
Friday  9 September 
10.00am Paperback Library & Coffeepot Computing 

                 (Parish Hall) 
7.30pm Big Toy Clean  (Jubilee Hall) 
 

Saturday 10 September 
9.00am onwards  
  Ride and Stride Event 

 
**********  

 
Sunday 11 September 

Sung Matins on Sunday 11 September will 
be the last of Brian Steerôs official duties.   

A reception with drinks is planned  

immediately after the service.   

All are warmly invited. 

  
 

Sussex Historic Churches Trust - Ride & Stride Event 
The annual Ride & Stride event will be held on Saturday 10  

September between 9am - 5pm.  If you would like to take part 

in the event please contact Pam Lade for a sponsor form.   

Volunteers are also needed for recording visitors from other 
churches.  Please add your name to the list on the noticeboard 

in the Cloister.  Many thanks.                                    Pam Lade 

 

Church Gardens 
If youôre a keen gardener and would like to become part of the 

church garden team then please let us know. 

 

We still have two specific needs:-  
1. for somebody who is willing to 

take on the overall co-ordination 

of the gardens, when Neil & Joan 

Waterston leave us at the end of 
the month. 

2.     for somebody to take on the 

 shrubbery', on the right hand 

 side as you enter from Staveley 
 Road  - this is quite  a physically  

   demanding patch!  

 

Lunch Club 
Come and enjoy a light lunch with us at the 

Parish Hall on Monday 5 September from 

12 noon with last orders for food at 

1.30pm.  Thereôs no need to book, so if 
youôre on your own, donôt get out much or 

would just simply like to come and have a 

chat and a bite to eat then come along, 
weôd love to see you.  Everyone welcome! 

 

See Cloister noticeboard for 2016 dates. 

 

(Knitted) Patchwork Love, knitters needed!!  

A new, exciting project is coming 
to St Johnôs, itôs being launched on 

18th September.   

If youôre a keen knitter and would 

like to be involved then please 
contact Toni Lawrence on 417113 

for more information. 

 

 
A big thank you!  

After several years faithfully 

serving the children of St 

John's, Jill Maddock has taken 
the decision to step down.  

We would like to say a  

massive thank you for all the 
hard work, time and effort 

that she has given. She will be 

greatly missed!  

Points for Prayer this week 

 
¶ For those among us who are facing the  
 challenges of advancing years and for those  

 who are unwell at this time 
 
¶ For the work of the Beachy Head Chaplaincy, 

and for more volunteers to join the team 
 

¶ For the families and communities of the 
devastated villages in Italy after the recent 
earthquake 

¶ Those struggling wot survive in the        
war-torn towns and cities of Syria, and for 
the desperately needed aid to get through 
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New to St Johnôs? - Connexions   
 
A very warm welcome from us all if you are new or visiting  

St Johnôs for the first time. We hope you enjoy being part of our 

church family. If you are looking for a church and would like to 

find out more about us, Giles our vicar, and his wife Rachel,  
regularly host an informal afternoon (by invitation) with a cream 

tea at the vicarage. This is a great chance to find out more about 

the vision of St Johnôs church and our mission to make disciples 

and to serve the community of Meads.  
For more details please complete one of the Connexions/

Welcome cards (usually available in the pews) and return it to 

one of our welcome team. 

Another way in which we like to reach people is through our 
ôKeeping In Touchô email list. To be included in the mailing list 

please sign one of the forms on the Welcome Desk. Youôll then 

receive regular updates and news. 

 
**********  

 

 

CAMEO, ladies at St Johnôs 
 

Hagia Sophia: Constantinopleôs glorious sixth-century church of 

Holy Wisdom talk by Dr Helen Rufus-Ward 

 
The cathedral church of Hagia Sophia 

(a UNESCO World Heritage Site) was 

built in the sixth century by the  

Byzantine emperor Justinian I, at the 
heart of the empireôs capital  

Constantinople (modern day Istanbul). 

The emperor spared no expense for 

its interior decoration from its  
enormous dome (56 metres from 

floor level), to the use of expensive 

and rare materials Ł multi-coloured 
marbles, monumental bronze doors 

and sparkling mosaics.  The main focus  

of the lecture will be an examination  

of the churchôs world famous mosaics which offer an insight into 
the secret world of powerful emperors and empresses. 

 

Join us on Monday 19 September at 2pm in the Jubilee Hall for 

the fascinating talk about Hagia Sophia by Dr Helen Rufus-Ward. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Urgent Appeal - can you help? 

 

We have a couple of members of our 

congregation who need help with getting 
to and from church each Sunday.  One of 

them attends the 9.30am service and 

needs a lift home afterwards and the  

other attends the 11.15am service and 
needs a lift to and from church.  Neither of them live in the  

parish but if anyone is willing and able to help please contact Jo  

in the office, she will put you in touch with these people, who 

will be extremely grateful for your assistance.  Thank you.       
 

**********  

 
The Big Toy Clean! 
Our Big Toy Clean will be taking place on 

Friday 9 September. We will be getting 

together to give the toys at church a good 

clean. Nibbles and Prosecco will be  
provided! 7.30pm in the Jubilee Hall.  

Please contact Hannah Peattie if you 

would like to come along and help. 

 
 
Sunday Kids Restart 

All the childrenôs groups will be restarting 

from Sunday 11 September.  We are really 
excited about the new term ahead and look 

forward to seeing you all soon! 

 

 
 

 

The Lodge  

We are very pleased to announce that we have renovated The 
Lodge and weôll be having a launch party for Streetwise (our  

Secondary School and above age group) on Sunday 11 September 

during the 9:30am service.  This transformation from shed to 
youth space happened over the summer and we are really  

looking forward to seeing how God works in these young  

peopleôs lives and believe the space now reflects something of 

the value and care we place on these young people.  You are 
welcome to see the room after the service for yourselves. 

 

 

 
 

Hereôs a sneak preview! 
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May I take this opportunity to challenge you, if you are not  

already part of a group, to be getting involved and be on that 

journey with a group of Christian friends! 
 

Lastly, Jesus, in our reading today, talks of building a tower and 

the importance of counting the cost.  

There is always an element of sacrifice in what God calls us to 
build whether that is building up our own faith or that of the 

wider household of faith (the church). 

What we are to build for God has an element of sacrifice  

because it is not primarily for our benefit (remember Jesusô 
warning about building big barns).  Instead we are challenged by 

Jesus to build something that brings glory to God and which  

benefits others (he calls it the Kingdom of God).  

 
Later this term you will hear further news about the faculty 

(church planning application) that the PCC are preparing. These 

plans include some internal changes to St Johnôs (plans on public 

view at the back of church), the focal point of which, will be the 
erection of the 13ft copper cross in the chancel in memory of 

Reverend Katie England. 

 

As we enter each new phase in our life together at St Johnôs we 
want the cross as our focal point. The cross unites us as the  

people of God and, at times, it reunites us (when the going gets 

tough).  But it also propels us out into mission.  The cross  

reminds us that Jesus died for the whole world and, as such, it 
should stand as a symbol that what we seek to build at St Johnôs 

is a lighthouse and not a clubhouse. 

 

With love and excitement for this year ahead together. 
 

Giles 

 

 
**********  

 
 

 
Licensing Service for Catherine Butcher 

On Saturday 17 September at 2pm,  

Catherine Butcher will officially become  

a Lay Reader at a Licensing Service to be held 
at Chichester Cathedral.  There will be a 

reception afterwards in the Sherborne  

Room of the Bishopôs Palace, where  

Afternoon Tea will be served. 
 

 

Details for those of you going by coachéé. 

 
The coach will depart from St Johnôs Church at 11.45am and 

arrive at the Cathedral at approx. 1.30pm 

 

Pick up from the Cathedral at 5.30pm 
Arrive back at St Johnôs 7pm 

 

Please bring a packed lunch for the coach journey there. 

 
 

 

 

 
If youôve been away and this is your first Sunday home, welcome 

back, weôve missed you. 

For many, this week marks the start of something new. It will 

mark a new term or even a new school for some of our young 
people, teachers and support staff.  For others of us there will  

be new careers, new challenges and new opportunities.  All  

these new things require renewed vision for the year ahead and 

no doubt some adjusting to new circumstances; making new 
friends, learning new skills and brushing up on old ones.   

For some it will be learning to live with unexpected new  

circumstances in our families, in our homes, to our health. 

 
This is where our church family and our faith is so vital in helping 

us journey well through these new things. Supporting one  

another in prayer and care and spurring one another along in 

love and faith. 
 

On our travels through the gospel of Luke so far we have  

witnessed how Jesus repeatedly invites us to be on that journey 

with God.  God presence in our lives gives us perspective on all 
these new circumstances and reminds us of his abiding love even 

when these circumstances make us wobble.  But Luke has shown 

us (and our reading this week is no exception) that Jesus also 
calls us to count the cost of being on the journey with God.  

God gives us so much but He also challenges us to be those who 

give away the blessings too. He challenges us to be those who 

build the Kingdom of God by investing in the lives of others just 
as God has invested everything in us by giving us his son. This is 

the cost of being a disciple.  

 

So, this coming year, we want to continue to support our young 
people, foundation governors and those involved in education 

across all our schools to be ambassadors for Jesus. We will mark 

this next week (11th September) as part of óEducation Sundayô.  

 
We want also to support every member of our church family in 

being the good Samaritans in our streets and neighbourhoods. 

We will continue to do this, in part, through our support of  

Byron and the Linking Lives Charity but, more broadly, by  
keeping our focus firmly fixed on our óVerse of the Yearô- Psalm 

71:18. This reminds us of the call to prayer, care and to declare 

the goodness of God.  

We learn to do these things by being part of a community and 
with this in mind Sunday 25th September will be óHome Group 

Sundayô with a particular focus on the vital role these mid-week 

groups play in helping us to grow in confidence in praying, caring 

and sharing our faith. 


